1977 San Juan 23 Juan de Bozeman

This boat is an overachiever as a 23 – foot, trailerable cruiser and overnighter capable of sleeping up to five adults. She has all of the (new) sails and equipment necessary to achieve maximum performance, complemented by two double berths, an adult size quarterberth, and optional galley. Her versatility is enhanced by a retractable centerboard that allows her to be sailed or beached in less than 2 feet of water.


This boat was featured in an article in Cruising World magazine. (Attached.)


We purchased her October, 2002, in Seattle, and eventually towed her to Montana, April, 2003. We are the third owners. 
Our objective was to sail her on Canyon Ferry Lake and use her as a test platform for new gear reviews I do for major sailing mags. She was not sailed in 2004. 

She is easily trailered. After adding a long list of new equipment and having the topsides painted, we towed her to San Carlos, Mexico, March, 2005, with the intent of visiting frequently; business conflicts preclude that plan working out. 


So, she’s been towed to Phoenix where she sits at Lake Pleasant being offered for sail.

She is distinct among peers, as you will see from the attached upgrade and equipment list.

Deck layout:
she’s a masthead rig with single spreaders and double shrouds. All halyards and sail controls are led aft to Spinlock sheetstoppers so she’s easily singlehanded. The headstay and backstay were replaced in 2004 ($200), and a Harken adjustable fine tune ($150) was added to the backstay to improve sail shape. New shrouds ($125) are aboard and ready to be installed to replace the originals.  A new Ronstan 40530 mainsheet block with becket and cam cleat, and 3/8” traveler sheet were installed in 2004. In addition, we added Spinlock sheet stoppers in the cockpit in 2005 so the main can be trimmed from either side of the cockpit.


A CDI furler ($750) was installed in 2003.

A new Boomkicker vang was installed in 2003, improving sail shape and eliminating the need for a topping lift.


A retractable bowsprit was installed in 2005. The ‘sprit allows the use of a large asymmetrical spinnaker rather than a conventional tri – radial, and eliminates the need for a spinnaker pole, sheets and guys. The ‘sprit is easily controlled by only two lines, the sail by two sheets. More than easing sail handling, it significantly improves downwind performance and performance in light air; we achieved 4 knots of boatspeed in two knots of breeze. It also facilitates hoisting and trimming the  spinnaker from the cockpit as easily as a genoa,  eliminating the need for additional crew, or a person on the bow.  (See attached article from Practical Sailor.) 

A whisker pole is aboard for use when carrying the 150% genoa downwind.

Other deck gear includes:


Jib winches are Lewmar 16A that were new 2005 ($250); the original Maxwell winches also are part of the ship’s inventory. The halyard winch is the original Arco in good working order.


A  new Danforth compass ($200) was installed in 2004


A Harken mainsheet block with cam cleat, and ½” tackle, for use when hoisting or lowering the mast.


The inventory includes a box of  spare blocks and lines; box of pins, cotter keys, etc.

Sail Inventory: the entire inventory is as new.


A new North Sails mainsail was purchased in 2004 ($500); at the same time, a  North 150% genoa ($750) also replaced the original sails. 

The original spinnaker was replaced by a new Neil Pryde 135% asymmetrical spinnaker ($1,400) in 2004.

New Ronstan RF 30100 jib sheet blocks were added in 2005.

Ground tackle:
Included are one 10# Danforth anchor and a 7# Fortress anchor added in 2005. Rode includes 15’ of chain and 100’ of rope rode that has held in 25 knots winds.

Belowdecks


The layout includes a portable galley at the foot of the companionway, settees port and starboard, a folding dining table on the centerline, v – berth and starboard quarterberth.  


She sleeps five: two in the v – berth; two in main salon with the table lowered; one in  quarterberth.

The galley is equipped with a stainless steel sink, fresh water pump, and spacious working surfaces. The water tank is stored below the galley. Interestingly, the galley can be easily be removed with a screwdriver, and stored off the boat.


In that instance, a companionway ladder may be installed to ease access below; it is aboard.


Cushions in the v – berth and settee cushions and backrests were re-upholstered in 2005 with high quality navy blue Sunbrella.

The VHF is mounted to starboard. However, the antenna wire in the mast  needs replacement; an easier alternative is a portable, stern mounted unit.


An ICP solar panel for use when charging the 12 volt battery is aboard.
Appearance: please see ‘before’ and ‘after’ photos when her dull, light blue topsides were covered with a darker, brighter color. 


The topsides were  repainted in January, 2005, by a professional painter who sprayed Brightside one part polyurethane. We drove through a snow storm to Mexico, which produced a number of small gravel pits in the finish. Two of them increased in size to approximately 8” x 10” and 3” x 15” so were retouched to prevent further deterioration before the boat was trailered to Phoenix. (see photos). My guess is that the boat was not properly primed before being painted.

Full quarts of Brightside paint and primer are aboard, probably enough to repaint the topsides.
Trailer: the original Caulkins trailer is equipped with two bunks and a centerline guide for positioning the keel that eases loading the vessel. The trailer is 100%  functional: a new axle was installed in 2005; tires are almost new; bearings were cleaned and lubed before we left Mexico.


We’ve trailered the boat more than 4,000 miles without incident. 

Two exceptions: (a) it suffers from rust blemishes; (b) there’s a short in the wiring so lights work intermittently. The best bet: inexpensive portable lights  from U-Haul.

Miscellaneous:

New Sparfly in the box

New, unopened quart of Sikken Cetal stain for handrails 
Life vests (2)

Cockpit cushions (3)

five gallon fuel tank

Motor:
we purchased a Suzuki four horse, four cycle motor ($1,000) with alternator charger ($275). It’s a great motor and has less than 20 hours on it.  It is not aboard but is available for sale. 

Performance: please read the attached article authored by Larry Klein, a world class sailor and former owner of J – World, San Diego. 
The bottom line: I’ve been writing boat reviews for the major sailing magazines since 1990, and sailing the Pacific since the mid 70’s. We purchased this boat only after talking with the Clark brothers, who built these boats, and testing three others.


Juan de Bozeman is a well equipped, low maintenance sloop that will provide the avid sailor with a turn of speed and good pointing ability, and the casual cruiser with a comfortable vessel for overnighters.  She’s also safe: we’ve sailed her in the Sea of Cortez in 25 knot winds and 4 – foot seas without incident. 


Her major gear has been replaced with top drawer equipment; new sails and the bowsprit combination will translate to high performance for even the neophyte sailor.


Other boats in the marketplace sell for $4,000 (this one did) - $6,000. So the question is: what are you buying?  Original standing or running rigging that may fail? The original sails (20 plus years old)? More instruments? (In my opinion, on a small boat a Magellan handheld GPS ($79) will provide speed and navigation info, and eliminate the need for wiring, antennas, etc.)


Our asking price: $7,800.


And, replacement equipment is easily accessible: Gene Adams in Washington runs a business that specializes in securing parts for all San Juan Boats. We have an owner’s manual, which includes a section on mast hoisting.

And, the San Juan 23 website has tech tips that cover virtually every question imaginable.   


Her primary needs are a home close to water and owners who will use her.

Specs: 

  LOA 23' 0" 

  LWL 20' 4" 

  Beam 8' 0" 

  Draft (board down) 4' 9" 

  Draft (board up) 1' 11" 

  Displacement 2700 lbs. 

  Ballast (lead) 960 lbs. 

  Sail Area (Main and 100% for D) 234 sq. ft. 

  Berths 5
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